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Starr Files Papers To Run for Upcountry Seat

Contact:  Dave Atias  (808) 264-3695, mauigreen34@yahoo.com

(Makawao)  Summer Starr filed papers today with the County of Maui Board of Elections to run in the Democratic primary election for a seat in the Hawaii State Legislature.  Starr, 25, was born and raised in Makawao and she is running to represent District 12, which includes Olinda, Makawao, Pukalani, Kula, Keokea and parts of Ulupalakua.

"I am truly excited to file my papers, Starr said.  “I have already been hearing from members of the community and I want to hear from more. This is an exciting time. It is a time we can make sure there will be no more behind-closed-door politics. I am ready to serve my upcountry community. Being Makawao born and raised, my theme is: From Upcountry, For Upcountry. Nothing can change that. I hope everyone will be able to join me in preserving our unique Upcountry essence."

Starr is running on a platform that focuses on renewable energy, water and sustainable agriculture.  Her entire vision for Upcountry can be read at her campaign website, www.ElectSummer.com.  People can also read her ongoing blog about the campaign at http://electsummer.blogspot.com.  Her campaign, so far, has been met with nothing but positive reactions from Upcountry voters from every ethnic background, political party and age group.  

Starr, a graduate of the University of Hawaii at Manoa in Liberal Studies, has worked for the Legislative Reference Bureau and the Hawaii PV Coalition.  She is also locally-known for being arrested in the illegal sweep of protesters at the 2004 Republican National Convention in New York City.  Her three days in a makeshift jail was met by rallies on Maui, calling for her release.

A note included on her website sums up what her campaign is all about:

“Our nation and our islands are ready for fundamental change. It is clear that what is in place right now is not working. People are tired of politics as usual. The children of Upcountry Maui deserve the opportunity to grow and flourish in a safe, healthy environment. I am blessed to have grown up amongst such beauty and community here in Upcountry. The goal of our government should be to leave for our children, a healthier and safer world than what we were brought into.”
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